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Although most Romans lived outside urban centers, the core of Roman civilization lay in its cities.

Throughout the empire these citiesâ€”modeled as they were after Romeâ€”were strikingly alike. In

Gregory Aldreteâ€™s exhaustive account, readers can peer into the inner workings of daily life in

ancient Rome and examine the history, infrastructure, government, and economy of Rome; its

emperors; and its inhabitantsâ€”their life and death, dangers and pleasures, entertainment, and

religion.Aldrete also shows how Roman cities differed. To accomplish this comparison, in addition to

Rome, he explores Ostia, an industrial port town, and Pompeii, the doomed playground of the rich.

Daily Life in the Roman City includes a chronology, maps, numerous illustrations, useful appendices

(on names, the Roman calendar, clothing and appearance, and construction techniques), a

bibliography, and an index.This volume is ideal for high school and college students and for others

wishing to examine the realities of life in ancient Rome.
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I am amazed how these blow-by-blow descriptions of ancient life are available and captured in this

book. A genuinely interesting, enjoyable and important guide to one of the great civilizations, for

both the scholar and layman. I love the idea that I can pick it up, browse to a particular section of

interest and get pulled into what it was like to, for example, be a woman, a child, a slave, in ancient

Rome. Bravo.

It was good. I think it was aimed at students as it was quite didactic in its style. It does outline daily

life in Rome, diving it into topics such as religion, economy etc so comprehensive. A starting point

for further reading.

This book is like the little engine that could. I bought it for an Ancient Rome class in college and I

wondered what a small book like this would tell me about Rome. I learned so much from it and it

was very well written. Once you read it you will be an expert in Ancient Rome.

Great for primary sources but not good for straight reading. It's more like an index or extensive

bibliography than a "book".

Kind of runs on and repeats itself.

Excellent

interesting look at how people lived in ancient Rome. It's a book about the daily life in the roman city

- just like the titles says

Hard to recommend as a required text for a college course. There's scarcely a single Latin term

spelled or translated correctly. For cursus honorum we find cursus honorem; for patria potestas we

find pater potestas; for Julia Minor we find Julia Menor; operae is translated "days." More

importantly, the book is filled with questionable assertions and outright howlers, such as the

statement that Roman women were not citizens (!).
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